AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Original) A method of stabilizing a carbon dispersion, comprising: 

A. providing a viscosity-unstable aqueous dispersion of carbon that has a pH of at 
least 7.5 and is susceptible to a viscosity increase during use; and 

B. reducing the alkalinity of the viscosity-unstable aqueous dispersion of carbon by 
an amount effective to reduce the susceptibility of the carbon dispersion to a viscosity 
increase. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the carbon in said dispersion 
comprises carbon black. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the carbon in said dispersion 
comprises graphite. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the viscosity-unstable aqueous 
dispersion of carbon has a pH of at least 8. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the viscosity-unstable aqueous 
dispersion of carbon has a pH of at least 9. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the viscosity-unstable aqueous 
dispersion of carbon has a pH of at least 10. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the viscosity-unstable aqueous 
dispersion of carbon has a viscosity of at least 2 cps before use. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the viscosity-unstable aqueous 
dispersion of carbon has a viscosity of at least 4 cps before use. 



9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the viscosity-unstable aqueous 
dispersion of carbon has a viscosity of at least 6 cps before use. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said viscosity-unstable aqueous 
dispersion of carbon comprises anmionia in a concentration sufficient to make it 
susceptible to a viscosity increase when exposed to the atmosphere and wherein said 
alkalinity reducing step is carried out by reducing the concentration of anmionia in the 
viscosity-unstable aqueous dispersion of carbon. 

11-17. (Canceled) 

18. (Original) A stabilized aqueous dispersion of carbon having a viscosity of 
less than about 20 cps and a conductivity of less than about 3 mS. 



